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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


I have been delighted to hear from so many of you via email 
the past few weeks. Please keep it up! It’s wonderful to receive 
your submissions, hear your article ideas, and yes, even to 
correct mistakes in the subscriber database. If you happen to 
be visiting Portland, I have a teapot and cups at the ready for 
visitors, and would love to see you. Just give a call to make sure 
I’m at the office. 


My first in-depth encounter with Friends—and much of my 
experience among Friends—has happened within North Pacific 
Yearly Meeting. The summer between my junior and senior 
years of high school, friends coaxed me into going to Junior 
Friends camp. An irreligious teenager, I was pretty suspicious 
of organized religion. But ’d met some of the other Junior 
Friends and they seemed pretty okay. Plus, Camp was at Far- 
ragut State Park on Coeur d’Alene Lake in northern Idaho, 
followed by Annual Session in Dillon, Montana. I'd only lived 
in the West for two years, and was deeply curious about these 
places I’d never been. The experiences I had during those ten 
days made a convinced Friend out of me, and many of the 
friendships forged then are still going strong. 


I had the chance to see many of those Friends this weekend 
at our wedding. Stacy and I were married under the care of 
Multnomah Monthly Meeting, in the manner of Friends. It was 
an incredible experience for both of us to be at the center of a 
circle of over 200 people who know and love us dearly. Truly 
the Spirit did move among us, and after signing the certificate 
and feasting on the delicious potluck, everyone laughed and 
danced well into the night. We are so grateful to be part of this 
community of F/friends and family. 


It’s been sixteen years since that Annual Session in Montana, 
and I have been a part of the North Pacific YM community that 
entire time. From the larger meetings along the I-5 corridor 
to the small meetings that make up the Montana Gathering of 
Friends, there is a great range in our experience of the Divine, 
and of life as a Friend. In this diversity lies much of NPYM’s 
strength. It has taught many of us about patience, compassion, 
and listening. It has also given us the ability to trust that the 
Spirit does in fact move among us, and that we are Friendly 
companions on this adventure. And what an adventure! NPYM 
is moving forward with a new structure, and taking action on 
Minutes on Climate Change and on the War on Drugs. Youll 
hear how it goes in future issues of Western Friend. 


4, 


Love and blessings to you all- 


editor @westernfriend.org 503-956-4709 
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Western Friend 


Find Western Friend ONLINE! 


Please visit the website at 
http://westernfriend.org, and visit 
regularly! New content is added every 


_week. There you can find live blogging 


from Quaker events (including the three 
Yearly Meeting sessions), photos of Friends, 
articles from the archives, important 


-minutes from the Yearly Meetings, and a 
pos of other information. 


hat’s a. for you, drop a 
) westernfriend on Twitter! 


THE CLARENCE AND LILLY PICKETT ENDOWMENT SUPPORTS THESE 
EMERGING LEADERS: 2008 PICKET ENDOWMENT GRANTEES 


Micah Bales: Heartland Friends 
Meeting, Wichita, KS. Nominated 
y Stephanie Crumley-Effinger. 
Micah’s project involves a vision 
o create and strengthen connec- 
ions among Friends, especially 
oung Friends, across cultural, 
24 regional, and theological back- 
grounds. Toward that end Micah visited a number of 
Yearly Meeting sessions this past summer. 


mily Higgs: Haverford Friends Meeting. 
4 Nominated by Helen Pollock, Emily's project 
4 involves facilitation of nonviolent conflict res- 


@ olution and reconciliation workshops in 
4 Rwanda with Friends Peace House. 


Sarah Cushman: Portland Maine 
Monthly Meeting. Nominated by Dee 
Kelsey. Sarah’s project involves facil- 
itating development of Portland 

# Green Streets, a Greater Portland 
conservation organization, which she 
serves as a volunteer. 


Sarah Mandolang: Alfred Monthly 
Meeting, Alfred, NY. Nominated by 
Pamela Haines. Sarah’s project included 
involvement with three groups in Rwanda 
and Uganda: Friendly Folk Dancers, 

44 Alternatives to Violence, and African 
Great Lakes Initiative - all with the goal of 
promoting peace and nonviolence. 


Marcy Summers: Vashon 
Worship Group, Vashon Island, 
WA. Nominated by Suzanna 
Leigh. Marcy’s project involves 
leadership of a community based 
conservation effort in Tompotika, 
Indonesia, where she trains and 
teaches participants how to reach 
their goals. 


Jamara Knight: Bear Creek Meeting, Iowa Yearly 
Meeting (Conservative). Nominated by Richard 
Johnson. Jamara’s project involves photography work- 
shops with Tanzanian children orphaned by the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. Through these workshops 
Jamara hopes to help these children develop a greater 
sense of self and independence so they can make 
changes to better their lives. 


ss Daniels; Barberton Friends, Ohio, 
Nominated by Ben Pink Dandelion. Wess’ project : 
involved leading a workshop at the annual 
Friends Association of Higher Education meeting 
held this past June at the Woodbrooke Study 
Center, Brimingham, England. The topic of his 
session was “Convergent Friends.” 
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2008 EPISTLE — 


To Friends Everywhere- 


Friends from Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana gathered in loving worship July 17th — 2oth, 
2008 on the campus of Oregon State University in Corvallis, OR. The 281 gathered Friends, including 
31 children, 26 Junior Friends, and visitors from Friends’ organizations and other Yearly Meetings, 
were welcomed by our Presiding Clerk, Helen Dart. She told us, “I look forward to the adventurous 
journey we will be taking together with the Divine over the next few days.” 


Our Friend in Residence Ruth Flower addressed us on our theme, “Answering to that of God in 
Everyone.” She creatively engaged our imaginations to include all people with no exceptions. In sharing 
with us her career as an activist and a lobbyist, she spoke of her journey from righteous anger to love. 
We were reminded that we are not called to see that of God in everyone but to answer to what our faith 
tells us is there. She gave examples of true sharing on a human level that come from expectant listening 
in our everyday interactions, parallel to our practice in worship. 


In the ongoing effort to bring alive our mission statement to support and encourage Friends to deepen 
their spiritual centers and move into Spirit-lead action, we continued with our re-structuring. A goal is 
for NPYM to be an effective resource for all our Meetings and worshiping groups. During this session 
we increased our substantive discernment with a concern for business. We approved a three-year 
experiment of adding one day to our Annual Sessions. It was noted that our young people, and those 
who work with them, expressed the most joy at the idea of a longer Annual Session. 


We welcomed Kathy Hyzy as the new Western Friend editor and minuted our gratitude to Anthony 
Manousos for his twelve years of faithful service in bringing us Friends Bulletin (the old name for 
Western Friend.) 


We approved two seasoned minutes: Minute on The War on Drugs, and Minute On Global 

Climate Change. The Minute on the War on Drugs calls for a change of national policy away from 
criminalization of drug use to a public health model. The Minute on Global Climate Change calls 
upon Friends to make a standing priority and corporate witness in the coming year to take all possible 
measures to reduce the devastation of global climate change and move us toward more sustainable 
lifestyles. 

Our young people seemed open and connected among themselves and with the adults. Through their 
games and worship they developed a strong community in a short time. One group mentioned with 
satisfaction how a game of Capture the Flag turned into a dispute and the dispute turned into an 
exercise in conflict resolution and reconciliation. 


As we go out from this gathering, we carry with us gratitude for the vitality of the people, the renewal of 
our connections, the strengthening of our commitments and the openness to explore new possibilities 
for expression of our faith. We send our love to Friends everywhere, and invite you to join us in 
speaking truth and love to ourselves and to each other. 


Helen Dart, Presiding Clerk 
July 20th, 2008 
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SOME MINUTES OF 
DECISION FROM NPYM 


NPYM 2008:15 Minute of 
Appreciation. NPYM minutes 

its deep appreciation to Anthony 
Manousos for his faithful service to 
Friends, particularly in the western 
United States, as editor of the 
Friends Bulletin for 12 years. He has 
worked diligently and competently 
to provide a vehicle for the concerns 
and actions of Friends throughout 
the West and we are grateful. 
Additionally, we hold Anthony and 
his wife Kathleen Ross in the light 
as Kathleen undergoes treatment 
for lymphoma. We pray for their 
strength and hope during this 
challenging time. This minute was 
approved wholeheartedly. 


NPYM 2008:21 War on Drugs 
Minute. After considerable 
discussion and some additions 
concerning its distribution and the 
inclusion of a phrase addressing 
mental illness and drug addiction, 
the minute was approved [see pg. 15.] 


NPYM 2008:22 Global Climate 
Change Minute. The minute 

was approved [see pg. 14.] It was 
suggested that not only should we 
report our actions at next YM in 
some fashion through the Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee, but that 
we reaffirm our commitment to this 
concept every year. 


NPYM 2008:20 Consideration 
of Structure & Implementation 
Committee Proposals. [Job 
descriptions for Coordinating 
Committee (replacing Steering 
Cmte.) & Executive Cmte. were 
approved.] Transition proposal. 
Approved. There was a concern 
about the speed with which we 
change bylaws. Add a Day proposal. 
To gain time for discernment, we 
approved the additional day, but left 
it to Steering Committee and Annual 
Session planners to decide whether 
it is to begin in ‘09 or ‘10. We charge 
Steering Committee with overseeing 
a process to examine ways to mitigate 
the increased cost. Evaluation 
Process proposal. Approved. 
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An independent Quaker nonprofit corporation 
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As fiduciary of Quaker funds 
FFC’s knowledge, experience and expertise 
can help your organization continue to be 


good stewards of the funds entrusted to you. 
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NPYM Facts & Figures 


Number of Friends in NPYM: 907 members, 
approximately 1,400 attenders 


Number of Monthly Meetings in NPYM: 20 
Number of Preparative Meetings: 2 
Number of Worship Groups: 18 
Number of Quarterly Meetings: 3 
Willamette QM (Oregon) 
Pacific NW QM (Washington & Idaho) 
Montana Gathering of Friends 
NPYM Assessment Cost per Member: $40 
NPYM Appoints Representatives To: 


Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) 


American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
Friends Peace Teams (FPT) 
Western Friend Board 
Other Appointments: 
Correspondent to Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer Concerns (FLGBTQC) 
Observer to Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) 


Possible Future Affiliations? NPYM has received 
requests from Meetings to consider 
affiliation with QEW and Friends 
General Conference (FGC) 


NPYM’s Annual Session.... 


Meets At: Hosting rotates between the 
three Quarterly Meetings. 
2008: Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, OR; 2009-10, University 
of Montana, Missoula. MT. 


Lasts For: Four days (Thurs.-Sun.) NPYM 
approved moving to a five day 
schedule; may occur in ‘09. 


Gathering Timing: Usually over the third 
full weekend in July. 


Number of Attenders at 2008 Session: 281 


Cost of Attendance (single adult, all meals 
+ dorm lodging): $239. 
Fee cap of $350 for families with 
children. 


A Day in the Life of 
NPYM’s Annual Session 


6:00 - 7:00 am Early Worship 

_ 7:00 - 8:30 am Breakfast 

_ 8:15 - 8:30 am Singing 

: 8:30 - 10:00 am Plenary Session 

_ 10:15 - 11:45 am Worship Groups 

_ 12:00 - 1:30 pm Lunch 

‘ 1:45 - 3:15 pm Interest Groups 

_ 3:30 - 5:00 pm Free time (also 
Meeting for Memorials, 
Worship for Children’s 
Program Staff, Committee 

| Meetings) 

_ 5:00 - 6:30 pm Dinner 

| 6:30 - 6:45 pm Singing 

_ 7:00 - 9:00 pm Plenary (or 

: Community Night) 


_ 9:00 pm - Contra Dancing, Board 
Games, or Junior/Young 
%, Friends Dance! 
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As FCNL’s legislative director, Ruth Flower coordinates the 
addition, she lobbies on the federal budget, military spend- 


work of the “Hill team.” In 
ing, immigration, civil rights, 


religious freedom and other domestic issues. Ruth first joined the FCNL staff in 1981, where she served 
as a lobbyist on domestic issues until June of 1996. She returned to FCNL in March 2006. 


Ruth is a member of Adelphi Friends Meeting of Baltimore Yearly Meeting; she has served as clerk 
of her local meeting, clerk of the yearly meeting’s nominating committee, and assistant clerk of the 
board of Friends House Retirement Community. She is married to Tom Horne and is a proud parent 
of three adult children, Daniel, Sam, and Anna. Ruth graduated from the University of California 
at Santa Barbara, and the University of California, Davis, School of Law; she is a member of the 


California and Federal bars. 


Ruth also has a wonderful sense of humor, which she put to good use during her time among 
Friends in North Pacific Yearly Meeting. In addition to the imaginative “props” mentioned below, 
Ruth enthusiastically participated in the Raging Grannies sing-along at NPYM’s Community Night. 


First I'll need your help in getting our visual 
aids in place. I have a projection screen here that 
Marge is going to help me pull down. [Marge 
Abbott and Ruth mime setting up a projection 
screen on stage.] Can everyone see the screen? Ok, 
good. We'll need that a little later. We'll also need 
the small laptops that were placed under your 
seats, so you might want to get those out and boot 
them up. 

“The call to ‘Answer to that of God in 
Everyone’ brings our faith smack into the middle 
of our everyday lives. There are lots of challenges 
in this phrase. For some, the first challenge might 
be the use of the word “God;” I invite you to invest 


NPYM Mimes Spoofing Ruth’s Talk in a Skit 


the traditional language with whatever meanings 
your own explorations have opened to you so far. 
We all have different windows on the divine. 

For many of us, the biggest challenge might 
be that word “everyone”. So let’s start by bringing 
“everyone” into this room..I want you to take a 
minute to think about someone that you’d rather 
not apply this teaching to — perhaps you find it 
extra difficult to answer to that of God in some 
particular person. Think about that person, and 
use your laptop projector to put their image up 
on the screen here. (There’s a button there on 
your laptop that says “my everyone.”) They'll be 
with us, our challenges, as we work through this 
together. When we all have our images up on the 
screen, we should have a pretty large collage of 
faces—they’ll all be with us, but don’t worry, only 
you will be able to see the one face that you put up 
there. 

(Aren’t you just dying to know if someone put 
your face up there?) 

When I think of the word “everyone” in this 
teaching, I think about an FCNL intern from 
years ago who gave a book on peace to Senator 
Jesse Helms. We were giving these books to 
every member of Congress, usually through local 
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How See. God. 
ee NAL, 


Friends or our general committee members. 
But nobody wanted to give the book to Jesse 
Helms. Then a new intern named Michael came to 
town from North Carolina. He said, “Sure, Ill do 
ies 

So he took the book and was heading for Jesse 
Helms’ office, when who should he see but Jesse 
Helms himself coming down the hall with his aide. 
Michael walked right up to him, clapped his arm 
around the senator’s shoulders, and said, “Jesse, 
I believe thee should read this. It’s all about how 
all the religions of the world believe in a peaceful 
world.” Jesse Helms mumbled something 
incoherent, but took the book. Who knows what 


| I wondered hen Fig. anyone 
| could ‘seeGod’ : 
--especially in this life. 


happened to the book from there, but I learned 
from Michael what “everyone” meant that day. No 
exceptions. 

Take a minute now, if you would, and think 
about who is on your screen and why it’s hard 
to see that of God in this person. Share with the 
person next to you a few adjectives that describe 
this person and the particular challenges they pose 
for you. 

“Answering to that of God in Everyone” has 
some practical day-to-day applications. They have 
to do with interweaving faith and work, or faith 
and living. And, for me, it has a lot to do with 
where anger lives in our souls and our lives. 


Seeing That of God 

I want to share with you some bits and scraps 
from my own bumpy spiritual path so far, so that 
we'll all be clear that I come to you in the middle 
of an experiment that could go either way, rather 
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than as the person waiting for a call from the 
Nobel Prize committee. I haven’t got it all figured 
out. 

In high school and college, I was intrigued by 
the fairly specific gospel teachings about how to 
live: “for I was in prison and you visited me, naked 
and you clothed me, a stranger and you took me 
in.” Jesus promised amazing rewards for those 
described by the Beatitudes: people who were 
meek, merciful, pure of heart, and peacemakers. 
These people would inherit the earth, would 
be called children of God, and somehow most 
intriguing to me, would “see God.” 

I wondered then how anyone could “see God” 
— especially in this life. 

There came a time when I felt I had to do 
something in my own life about these teachings; I 
guess if I’d been a Quaker then, I would have said 
I felt “called.” So I quit school and joined VISTA 
to work on inner city poverty in Denver. I worked 
with kids, teenagers, who were being abused and 
kicked out by their families. I worked with their 
families who were being abused and kicked out 
by the whole society. I was 19, 20 years old. I was 
horrified at what I saw and very, very angry about 
it all. 

It was not peaceful or peace-filled work. I did 
not “see God” in any of this work; God seemed to 
have abandoned the kids I cared about. As I saw it, 
God was claimed as the personal partner of some 
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of the people doing the most harm to these kids 
and their families. 

But I met my first Quaker during those years. 
Mary was my VISTA partner and roommate; she 
was brash and honest and down to earth, and 
completely convinced that we could do something 
about the heartache we encountered every day. 
She stayed in my mind for many years—she, and 
our long, late-into-the night conversations about 
Quakers. 

Fast forward to law school where I went 
to look for more tools to “change the world.” I 
volunteered during law school in a legal clinic for 
low-income workers and on a prison law project. 
And I looked for Quakers again. 

I found some in Davis, California. They 
seemed like a very ordinary bunch of people, very 
nice. A lot like my friend Mary in their honesty 
and down-to-earth goodness. But, I figured, these 
people haven’t seen what I’ve seen. They’re not 
angry because they don’t know how evil people 
can be to one another. 


I came to appreciate that 
very ordinary people might 
know in their hearts extraor- 
dinary things, and might do 
extraordinary things. 


I thought that until I heard a reference from 
one family in my meeting about their parents’ 
experience of losing all their land and being 
confined by the U.S. government in an internment 
camp, simply because they were of Japanese 
ancestry. I thought that until, in a worship group 
in Pacific Yearly Meeting, I was advised by one 
elderly man to “learn to love the guards” in my 
work in the California prisons. This man, it turned 
out, was a survivor of the German concentration 
camps for Jews and others in WWII. 

I held on to my anger for a number of years, 
while I met one extraordinary person after 
another—the nurse back from Vietnam who had 
opened a hospital for civilians whose limbs were 
blown off by landmines, Salvadoran refugees 
running and hiding from a U.S. sponsored war, 
and the people who operated an underground 
railroad to get them to safety. They were all people 
who knew what the world was like, and loved 


anyway. 

I came to appreciate that very ordinary people 
might know in their hearts extraordinary things, 
and might do extraordinary things. 


Speaking Truth to Power 

When I first heard the phrase, “Speak Truth 
to Power,” it spoke to some parts of my soul. I 
understood it to mean that we have the truth, 
and they have the power. It seemed to be best 
delivered with a fist in the air and a good amount 
of oppositional energy. 

I learned later about the ground-breaking 
work done to prepare an AFSC pamphlet by 
that name, “Speak Truth to Power,” by a team 
of 14 weighty Quaker peace activists during the 
McCarthy years. The pamphlet described an active 
role for people of peace, at a time when pacifists 
were assumed to be passive and out of the game. 
It also described power as belonging not only to 
government and other decision makers, but to 
people just living in the United States, the most 
powerful country in the world. 

We all bear some responsibility for our own 
power. As a prisoner friend of mine used to say, 
“Lady, you live in the heart of the beast, and 
what’s more, you speak its language. Don’t ever 
forget that.” 

What “truth” are we to speak? As the pamphlet 
says, “That love endures and overcomes. That 
hatred destroys. That what is obtained by love is 
retained, and what is obtained by hatred proves a 
burden.” My initial understanding of that iconic 
phrase didn’t do justice to the work and insights 
and foresight of these Quaker leaders. Speaking 
truth to power is speaking truth in love to 
ourselves and to each other. 


Conversations 

If we’re going to be speaking truth in love to 
each other, we need to have conversations. 

Now, how many of you like talking? (I mean, 
we re Quakers, so I know this won’t be everyone...) 
And how many people here like talking with other 
people? Ah, fewer. Well, you never know. You see 


October 2008 


Western Friend II 


Here’ s the thing: we re not called to see that of God, but to 


“other ‘person, 


Ps fowtonn aaa along with their rel 
phones — you think they’re talking to other people, 
but you don’t really know that, do you? 

How many like talking with people that we 
think we disagree with? Just a few hearty souls. 
We're not comfortable with disagreement, and 
sometimes we imagine the disagreement to be 
much bigger than it really is. It’s a piece of the 
puzzle about answering to that of God in everyone. 
“Answering” after all, implies a conversation. 


Locating “That of God” 

If we're going to “answer” to that of God in 
everyone, we have to find it, right? And sometimes 
we get stumped right there, because the packaging 
that our “everyone” presents gets in the way. 
They re just too... pick your adjective here—mean, 
arrogant, self-involved—your adjectives might 
have been different when you explained your 
“everyone” to the person next to you. But basically 
we sometimes feel we can’t answer to that of God 
in another person, because we can’t see God in 
that person. We get stumped. 

Here’s the thing: we’re not called to “see that 
of God” but to answer to it. Maybe we don’t need 
to be able to pinpoint God’s presence to be willing 
to answer to what our faith tells us is there. Maybe 
we're not ready to “see God” in the other person, 
but we can be open to answering anyway. We 
don’t know that person’s history or intentions or 
possibilities—-but God does. 


Listening and Being Present 

Just like in meeting, we want to listen for 
what God knows, and is willing to open to us. 
To do that, we have to be fully present to the 
conversation we're having. 

Ironically, this sometimes means letting 
your heart lead with something other than your 
main agenda. In lobbying, this can work out very 
strangely. If you are a good lobbyist—and any of 
us can be—you think ahead of time about why you 
are visiting with the person, what your “ask” is, 
why they should listen to you, what all your logical 
and persuasive “talking points” might be. 


Maybe we're not ready to “s 
but we can be open to answering anyway. 


“see God" in the 


Then when you get into the conversation, you 
might pick up on something that supersedes your 
planned presentation, something very human 
being conveyed by the person you are visiting 
with. And you answer to that, because God calls 
us to compassion as much as to truth. It is in these 
moments that I have learned the most amazing 
things from congressional staffers, and have 
opened discussions at a level of truth that would 
never have happened if I had stuck to my own 
agenda. 

My experiences of that truth and humanity in 
the offices on the Hill have been many. I learned 
that a congressperson personally supported 
immigrant rights, but had received intense 
pressure against them—more than 10,000 calls 
from anti-immigrant groups. I have talked 
with a young staffer who is the mother of a 
small child and receives no help with childcare 
who is resistant to the “special” help people on 
welfare receive. I hear frustration, a sense of 
powerlessness, a desire to be understood. 


Expectant Waiting 

Being open to that of God in these 
conversations is like expectant waiting in meeting 
for worship. Expectant waiting is the opposite of 
cynicism. Looking for openings and possibilities 
where, as far as we know, there are none. 

This practice of openness results in 
remarkable outcomes. FCNL has been able to get 
congressional aides from opposite parties to sit 
together in a room across the street (at FCNL) 
to find some way forward, out of Iraq. We have 
found ways to get Iraqi parliamentarians to tell 
their stories directly to members of Congress. 

Of late, FCNL has heard members of Congress 
speaking on the floor of the House or the Senate 
about “torture as a moral issue.” We have even 
seen a member of Congress whose district benefits 
directly from the production of a certain weapon 
system agree to cut the funds for that weapon, and 
go on to defend that cut on the floor. 


continued on page 17 
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The psalmist reminds us of the sacredness of The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 


the Earth and all its inhabitants. The Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) the world, and they that dwell therein. 


confirms climate change and its devastating impacts to --Psalm 24:1 
the earth’s human and nonhuman inhabitants. Noting that global climate change is increased by 
human-produced greenhouse gases, we wish to bear witness against abuse of the earth and our 
environment. 


Global climate change is an urgent moral and spiritual issue affecting all species on our planet. The 
rate and severity of climate change are the only unknowns. With its resulting weather extremes, habitat 
destruction, species extinction and human dislocation, we see the havoc climate change will wreak on 
the health and survival of present and future generations. Competition for resources aggravates the 
conditions that lead to war. We recognize that military production, research and development, training 
exercises and wars are major contributors to global warming. We will continue to work in practical 
ways to put an end to militarism and war. Our sense of urgency about global climate change is fueled by 
awareness that the impoverished will suffer the greatest hardships, and that the affluent are emitting 
the vast majority of greenhouse gases. 


It is not enough for Friends to care. Our Quaker testimonies call us to become patterns and examples to 
our communities, illustrating by our actions our spiritual commitment to our earth and its threatened 
and limited resources. We are called as Friends to make this a standing priority and corporate witness 
in our Meetings and communities in the coming year. We urge Friends and others to take all possible 
measures to slow down climate change through reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, seeking 
sustainable levels of human population, and more carefully stewarding earth’s finite resources. 


We ask that the newly formed Peace and Social Concerns Committee of NPYM act as resource and 
communication conduit for meetings and worship groups in acting on this concern, encouraging 
faithfulness and accountability, and reporting back to Annual Session in 2009. Our challenge is to 
educate ourselves, and move beyond denial and inaction. We ask that each meeting and worship group, 
as well as the Yearly Meeting as a whole, commit to take specific action in the coming year. The queries 
from 1998 with a new emphasis on global climate change may be used to begin seasoning appropriate 
responses to this concern in our worship groups. 


The following are suggested steps for meetings and individuals which may reduce the devastacn 
of global climate change and move us toward more sustainable lifestyles: 


« Engage in collective discernment in our Meetings to understand and adjust to climate change, 
allowing the Spirit to work among us. 

« Reduce personal greenhouse gases in the coming year through decreased driving, flying, and 
home energy use, and through using efficient alternatives. 

« Make conscious selections about food and water use that require fewer resources to produce: 
package and transport. 

« Become a resource—encouraging and learning from others ways to reduce fossil-fuel consumption. 

¢ Discern our personal responsibility for the negative effects of human over-population and over- — 
consumption and be aware of their link to the inequitable sharing of earth’ s resources with our 
own and other species. 

« Labor with those shaping public opinion and policy to support care of the earth. From local to 
state, national, and international levels, advocate measures to protect earth’s resources. —s_— 

* Through personal participation and public policy, work to promote environmental justice. = 

We gratefully draw from Pacific Yearly Meeting’s August 2007 “Minute on Global Climate Change” for some of these steps. 
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Minute on 


the War On Drugs 


s an expression of our belief in nonviolence and the value 
of each person, Friends have throughout our history sought 


ompassionate and effective answers to social problems. 


Western Friend 


One of the most problematic federal policies for decades has been 
the federal government’s failed War on Drugs campaign. Its stated 
purpose has been to reduce the production, sale, and use of targeted 
drugs, the abuse of which can be devastating to individuals, families, 
workplaces, and communities. Yet, criminalization has failed to 
reduce drug abuse, has created a major illegal drug and secondary 
crime network, and has filled our prisons and courtrooms with 
individuals charged with drug-related crimes, whose drug use would 
be reduced more effectively with a public health model instead of a 
criminalization model. 


We call for the implementation of a public health model as a 
sustainable and humane way to achieve the goal of reducing drug 
abuse in the United States. Such a model could utilize a tightly 
regulated distribution system for listed drugs. In such a system, drugs 
could be made available at reasonable prices in order to eliminate 

or reduce property and personal crime by those paying inflated 
prices from unlawful dealers. Access to drugs could be conditioned 
on drug counseling and treatment where abuse is indicated. Failure 
to comply with drug regulations could result in civil proceedings, 
including civil contempt for willful failure to comply with appropriate 
orders. With a portion of the resources resulting from reduced prison 
construction and operation cost, a major public education campaign 
could be undertaken regarding drug abuse similar to the campaign 
against tobacco use, along with enhanced treatment and prevention 
programs, which are now seriously under-funded. 


We also call for decriminalization of drug use and possession, though 
not production or sale, in order to end the injustice, the violence to 
property and persons, including those who are dually affected by 
mental illness and drug use, and the ineffective use of resources that 
are such a large part of our current system of drug control 


We ask Friends in NPYM to reflect on the deep social costs of the 
“War on Drugs” policy and to join with others, including the Pacific 
Northwest office of the American Friends Service Committee, in 
promoting just and compassionate ways for our communities, states, 
and nation to address the important issue of drug abuse. We also ask 
that this minute be sent to all Yearly Meetings in the United States, 
to encourage Friends throughout the country to consider and act on 
this issue, and that copies of the minute be sent to all of our state and 
federal legislators. 


Approved by North Pacific Yearly Meeting 
July 2008 


This minute originated among 
Friends in Walla Walla, WA, 
who have witnessed firsthand 
the effects of the “war” on 
drugs through their work among 
imates in the Washington State 
Penitentiary. 


Under a public health model... 
there could be a tightly 
regulated distribution system for 
listed drugs. In such a system, 
drugs could be made available 

at reasonable prices in order to 
eliminate or reduce property 
and personal crime by those 
seeking to pay inflated prices 
from unlawful dealers. Access to 
drugs could be conditioned on 
drug counseling and treatment 
where abuse is indicated. Failure 
to comply with drug regulations 
could result in civil proceedings, 
including civil contempt for 
willful failure to comply with 
appropriate orders. With a 
portion of the resources resulting 
from reduced prison construction 
and operation cost, a major 
public education campaign could 
be undertaken regarding drug 
abuse similar to the campaign 
against tobacco use, along 

with enhanced treatment and 
prevention programs, which are 
now seriously under-funded. 


For more information: 


King County Bar Association 
Drug Policy Project Report: 
www. kcba.org/ScriptContent/ 
KCBA/druglaw/pdf/ 
EffectiveDrugControl.pdf 


Interfaith Drug Policy Initiative: 
www. idpi.us _ 


Drug Policy Alliance: 
www. drugpolicy. org 


Law Enforcement Against 
Prohibition: www.leap.cc 


Additional background info at 
westernfriend.org 
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Launches New 
Quaker Youth Book 
Project 


= 


§ UNITING IN PUBLICATIONS 


Thad the chance to speak with Sarah Hoggatt, editorial board member for the Quaker Youth Book 
Project, about this latest endeavor from QUIP. Sarah is a member of Freedom Friends Church in 
Salem, Oregon, as well as a writer and editor of Spirit Water Publications. 


“T’m excited because it’s a chance for young adult Quakers from around the world to look at each other 
from across gender, culture, and yearly meeting lines. One of my favorite things about the project is 
the editorial board. We are ten young adults, we vary in age over a decade, and are from five different 
countries. We came together and connected. I feel like I have brothers and sisters all over the world 
now—Kenya, Bolivia, England, Canada and the U.S.” 
“Young adults aren't just the 
Friends of tomorrow, they’re 
also the Friends of today. We 
want adults to hear the voices 
of young adults and know that 
we have voices of our own, and 
; have something to add to the 
photo by Lacy Duncan : 6 C ommunity.” 


-Sarah Hoggatt 


The Quaker Youth Book Project editorial board. Sarah Hoggatt is the third in from the left. 


The Quaker Youth Book Project of Quakers Uniting in Publications (QUIP) will feature short, 
multilingual, non-fiction prose, poetry and visual art by international young Quakers, approximately 
between the ages of 15-35, from all branches of the Religious Society of Friends. The creative work 
included will focus on the personal spiritual experiences, beliefs and identities of contemporary young 
Friends. The book will be edited by an editorial board of young adult Friends from all branches of the 
Society and all over the world. 


Some suggested topics and questions to consider (a complete list is available online): 


What it means to be a Friend in the wider world today: culture, technology, 
faith in practice 


« How have you trespassed, and how have others trespassed against you? (See Mathew 6.12: “And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” and “Perdénanos nuestras deudas, como 
también nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores.”) 


Individual experience: mysticism, faith, conversion, prayer 


« How does God find and touch you? How have your experiences with the Divine/God/Jesus/Inner 
Light changed/saved/transformed you? How is God still working on you? 


Where we are going as Friends? 


- How have friendships with both older and younger Friends affected your spiritual development? Do 
you make use of the organizational structures and individual Friends in your community (clearness 
committees, pastors, elders, accountability partners, spiritual advisors, trustees) in supporting you in 
times of change? 


Submissions will be accepted until February 28, 2009. For complete submission guidelines 
and query list, visit the project website at www.quakeryouth.org/ quipbook. 


eee 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Perspectivas sobre el método cudquero de 
tomar decisiones en la iglesia: un grupo 
de fragmentos de varias obras de Amigos 
modernos y antiguos. Escogidos y traducidos 
por: Furry, Susana y Sanchez-Eppler, Benigno. Fila: Wider 
Quaker Fellowship (FWCC Section of the Américas), 2008. 
26 pp. tamano panfleto [14 x 21.6 cm]. 


Aqui se nos presentan unos textos verdaderamente 
Utiles que tratan el tema de cmo Los Amigos 
tomamos decisiones. Citando obras clasicas del 
cuaquerismo los autores y redactores dan pauta al 
fondo espiritual de las juntas de acuerdos con tema 
de los asuntos de la iglesia: algo ya bien tratado por 
escritos en inglés. Los que tenemos la fortuna de 
conocer las obritas de la asociaci6n amigos de Los 
Amigos sostendremos el valor de esta guia frente al 
sistema jerarquico y paternalista que predomina en 
Latinoamérica. Los Amigos Benigno y Susana, que 
estan muy concientes de la realidad de los hermanos 
latinos por su trabajo en el «Puente de Amor» entre 
la Junta Anual de Nueva Inglaterra y la JA de Cuba, 
han logrado una vision clara y precisa del ideal al 
que todos debemos aspirar. 

This useful range of classic texts, giving perspective 
on Quaker business meetings and finding unity 
in Meeting for Worship for church affairs, would 
be handy to have in English — although there are 
already several good basic and more advanced 
pamphlets, flyers and short books published for 
those who want to know more about our process. 
But unlike most Quaker literature, this collection 
of excerpts from writers old and new appears only 
in Spanish. That is because it was produced and 
translated from original texts into Spanish and 
published by the “Asociacién de amigos de Los 
Amigos” or Wider Quaker Fellowship. 

Those of us who have benefited from the WQF 
mailings while living isolated from our Friends 
communities can vouch for how useful this little 
guidebook will be for Latin American Friends who 
are often challenged by the traditional, hierarchical, 
vote-taking decisions of most Christian groups they 
know and traditional paternalistic Latino cultures. 
If you are not a member of the WQF, perhaps you 
should donate this year so that they can continue 
to publish informative small works like this, so 
needed and desired by impoverished Latino Friends 
trying to deepen their understanding of the Quaker 
tradition. 
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oth Susan and Benigno are weighty Friends 
from New England Yearly Meeting, involved in that 
YM’s “Puentes de Amor” relationship with Cuba 
YM, and have done much to foster relationships 
between people of two different cultures and two 
distinct types of Quakerism. After re-reading it with 
a serpent’s eye, I still can find only good things to say 
about it —even the use of slightly archaic Spanish to 
translate George Fox. -Reviewed by Pablo Stanfield. 
He is recording clerk for University MM in Seattle 
and has worshipped with Friends from all over 
Latin America. 


Answering to... continued from page 11 
Answering to that of God in a situation might 
mean creating the space, in our own minds, for the 
possibility that God has something better in mind for 
a given situation. That way actually could open, and 
that we might not personally be the ones to find it... 
but it might be there. 


What About Anger? 

So what do we do with the anger? Is this all 
about “making nice?” Last year, George Bush was 
making one of his many pronouncements about 
torture and secret prisons. To give him the benefit of 
the doubt, he was lying. Several of us were watching 
the speech on a TV in the office. An intern said, “He 
makes me so angry. How do you keep from getting so 
angry that you can’t work?” One experienced staffer 
said, “Oh, you get used to it.” For me, that answer is 
debilitating. I don’t think I'll ever get used to it. In 
fact, I hope I don’t. There is so much that we see and 
know in our work and in the world that makes us 
very angry, and I think it should. 

But the anger can’t be the energy behind our 
work; it consumes and it burns out. It can’t be the 
inventor of our plans and strategies. It’s too limiting 
and leaves out too many possibilities. And it can’t 
be the reason for our action, because it rests in 
judgment, which belongs to God. Anger is something 
we feel, just like joy and sadness and celebration. It’s 
part of living. 

However we “see God,” whatever our images or 
concepts of the eternal and infinite, creating space 
and possibilities and expectations in our interactions 
that we will answer to that of God in everyone leads 
us to a place that sustains our work, whatever we’re 
called to, and our lives, wherever we are in them. 

I hope you'll look back at the face on the 
projector screen now and open yourself to a glimpse 
of something past the packaging. God’s there, as God 
is in each of us—even in our grumpiest, stupidest 
moments. There are possibilities ahead, depending 
on how we answer. 
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@ More than 
@ 1. Sunhwaw 


In January 2006, North Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Junior Friends decided to 
| go ona service trip to Mexico. Twenty months of planning, presenting, and 
“= fundraising later, a group of sixteen Junior Friends and three adults spent 


eight days restoring a dilapidated kindergarten in Mexico. This is their epistle. 


From the engulfing heat to the bright orange four 
inch grasshoppers and vivid greens, bites and reds 
of the Mexican architecture, everything seemed 
larger than life when we arrived in Mexico. Our 
guide for the week, Luis Enrique Rodriguez, met us 
at the airport. He transported us twenty miles out of 
Cancun to where we would spend the next nine days, 
the Amar Inn in Puerto Morelos. 


The inn was a quirky but cozy place, nestled at 
the edge of the Caribbean Sea. It was run by the 
extended family of Ana Luis, including her two sons, 
Luis and Miguel. As well, we shared the space with 
four dogs and four adorable children. Among these 
welcoming faces we found our home. 

From the Amar Inn, a half mile walk down the 
beach or through the town square took us to the 
Francisco I. Madero Jardin de Nifios. Two of the 
four kindergarten classrooms were destroyed by 
a hurricane in 2005, and the remaining two were 
in great disrepair. Luis explained how commercial 
interests were hoping to tear down the kindergarten 
to construct beach-front hotels in its place. 


Through the beautification and refurbishment 
of the kindergarten, we removed potential reasons 


NPYM Junior Friends & FAPs before 
the newly-painted kindergarten 

in Puerto Morelos. Back,L-R: lan 
Day-Gennett, Noah Visscher, Maya 
Campbell-Unsoeld, Zoé Peters, Tor 
Visscher-Anderson, Emory Miedema- 
Boyajian, Willis Schueler, Alex Tinker, 
Tris Lewandowski, Linda Ellsworth, 
Regon Unsoeld, and Vince Schueler. 
Front, L-R:Luis Rodriguez Aguilar, 
Rosa Ostrom, Clarissa Boyajian, Matt 
Jaquette, Walt Javins, Rachael Travis, 
Lily Burge-Herd, and Abey Mountjoy- 
Venning 


Top photo: Iris Lewandowski 

Corner right photo: Maya Campbell- 
Unsoeld and Lily Burge w/ children. 
All photos courtesy of Junior Friends. 


for the school to be closed. An ensured future for 
the kindergarten would help preserve the Puerto 
Morelos community by offering local school grounds 
so that families wouldn’t have to relocate or ship 
their children across town. At the surface we were 
painting a kindergarten, but digging deeper, we 
were working to save the environment, preserve 
the local culture, and protect Mexico from further 
US influence. When we chose our project, we 
didn’t want to do something for only one group or 
family, but a project that would benefit the entire 
community. 

On the second day of our trip, we began our work 
with scraping paint, taking rust off of bars, and 
preparing to varnish wood fixtures. Once our dust 
masks were thoroughly clogged and several pounds 
of chipped paint had been removed, we finally began 
the gratifying process of painting the kindergarten. 
We imitated the traditional Mexican style of bright 
colors, using pastel yellow, dark teal, and pumpkin 
orange. Painting the window's protective steel bars 
was challenging and tedious, requiring liters upon 
liters of toxic paint thinner to clean up. Due to 
diligence and hard work, we quickly accomplished 


a 
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our original goal of painting the interior and the 
bars, and with our remaining time were able to 
paint the exterior and trim. Seeing a pressing need, 
we donated 200 dollars of our own money to buy 
chalkboards and offered a promise to raise money 
back in the states to buy new ceiling fans. 

While our blood and tears stayed in place, gallons 
of sweat went into the kindergarten. The weather ran 
between 80 and 90 degrees but the humidity was 
overbearing. Our work patterns revolved around 
the shady side of the building until, in the second 
week, tropical storm Ken hit. The rain came down 
so hard and fast that one of our FAPs [Friendly Adult 
Presence] remarked he had gotten less wet falling 
out of a canoe. To protect the wet paint we sent a 
foolhardy crew up onto the roof to wrestle a tarp the 
size of Kansas in the fearsome wind. 

When we weren’t working hard, we were playing 
hard. Our near proximity to the beach led to lots of 
swimming and a snorkeling adventure at the Puerto 
Morelos Reef. We saw fantastic and outlandish fish, 
topped only by the flora and fauna at the botanical 
gardens we visited two days later. On our various 
adventures we also saw many iguanas, snakes, crabs, 
butterflies, grasshoppers, cockroaches, tarantulas, 
and a crocodile. 

On our weekend off, we went exploring the culture 
and history of the Yucatan Peninsula, visiting the 
ancient Mayan ruins of Tulum. Our top-notch tour 
guide explained to us the astounding architectural 
and mathematical feats of the Mayans. That night, 
twelve of us went to see the victorious Cancun soccer 
team at their first game. Friends felt it was a great 
way to see the more colorful side of Mexican culture. 

On the following day, we traveled into the jungle to 
visit a cenote, a freshwater sinkhole and sacred place 
of the Mayans. The clean cool water rejuvenated our 
spirits, while a zip-line and jumping off overhanging 
cliffs provided adrenaline thrills for those seeking 
them. Afterwards we visited the jungle market, 

a place where Mayan women could support their 
families by selling homemade crafts. 

Throughout the trip we maintained high spirits by 
playing Ultimate Frisbee on the beach, stargazing on 
rooftops, making frequent trips to the local grocery 
store, dressing and speaking like pirates, and having 
deep philosophical discussions while swinging in the 
hammocks. These activities kept our minds off the 
countless bug bites, painful sunburns, and persistent 
gastrointestinal problems. Fortunately, we had 
our resident doc — or “mom,” as one Junior Friend 
described him — Tim Visscher, to provide comfort 
and solutions to whatever ailed us. 
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During the entire voyage, we kept ourselves 
spiritually centered through traditional Junior 
Friends activities. We held worship sharing in the 
eye-popping oceanfront setting. We held hypes and 
gripes sessions as a check-in for the entire group and 
had an intense closing circle that lasted well into the 
night. 

When it came time for us to go, we reluctantly bid 
Luis, his family, and the Amar Inn farewell. The 
ride home was uneventful save for minor turbulence 
while flying over Hurricane Erin. Hugs were given 
all around in the Phoenix airport as Friends went 
their separate ways. 

Through our experiences, we gained global 
perspective, finally able to relate events on the news 
to the community we visited. We bonded both with 
each other, Luis’s family, and members of the greater 
Puerto Morelos community. As one Junior Friend 
put it, the cross-cultural understanding we gained, 
“rocks!” Beyond that, we found deep satisfaction 
in our work and in the gratitude of the community. 
Many Junior Friends feel the strong desire to return 
to Puerto Morelos for the cultural and personal 
connections. 

We thank the wonderful people who made this 
possible: our monthly meetings, NPYM, Marsedes of 
Amizade, Luis, our favorite person ever, and Clarissa 
and Lily, our wonderful clerks. 


In Peace, NPYM Junior Friends 
August 2007 


Junior Friends are raising funds to purchase 
fans for the kindergarten in Puerto Moreles. If you 
would like to contribute, send a check made out to 
NPYM Jr. Friends Service Trip to Clarissa Boyajian, 
P.O. Box 2844 Vashon, WA 98070. 
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NPYM 
OBITUARIES 


PART I: MORE IN FUTURE ISSUES 


Merrill Barnebey 

Barnebey, Merrill Hallowell, 90, died 
peacefully Dec. 28, 2007 in Medford, 
Oregon. Born June 25, 1917 into a 
Methodist family in Madison Wisconsin, he 
became a conscientious objector by the time 
he entered college. Ohio State University 
expelled him for not completing Compulsory 
ROTC, and he went to Ohio University, 
graduating in mathematics. When WWII 
started, he served with Civilian Public 
Service, partly at a hospital in Philadelphia. 
He eventually earned master’s degrees in 
botany, mathematics, and health education 
He quipped that he needed three degrees 
because no man can serve two masters. 
Punning was a lifelong enjoyment for Merrill. 
He said he got the master’s in mathematics 
because when it came to jobs in botany, there 
were “not-any.” 

After his final semester of college, he married 
Mary Louise Hartman. They had three sons, 
one of whom died in a canoe accident at age 
37. Merrill taught mathematics at Wesleyan 
College in Macon, Georgia; at Tougaloo 
College, a black college in Mississippi; in 
North Dakota; and at the University of 
Wisconsin-Lacrosse, the last for 18 years. 

He became acquainted with Friends through 
Civilian Public Service in Coshocton, 

Ohio, run by the American Friends Service 
Committee. His first Meeting was Eau Claire- 
Menomonie Meeting in Wisconsin. 

His wife died in 1983 and he remarried in 
1987, to June Worden Smith, who had lost 
a son in Vietnam. They moved to Ashland 
Oregon about 1990, and became members 
of Rogue Valley Monthly Meeting, now 
called South Mountain Friends Meeting. 
Merrill served the Meeting as Treasurer and 
as a member of several committees, includ- 
ing Ministry and Oversight, Nominating, & 
Peace and Social Concerns and represented 
Meeting to the Ashland Interfaith Ministry. 
He was also a member of the board of Peace 
House in Ashland. 

He had many interests, including science, 
chess, and running, which he took up at age 
50 and continued into his eighties. He was a 
war tax resister. He had an excellent memory 
and knew many interesting and unusual 
words, as well as a large repertory of jokes. 

June died on March 26, 2004. To the end, 
Merrill kept in touch with his sons, his de- 
ceased son’s widow, his sister, and many other 
friends and acquaintances. He is survived by 
his sister Beverly Dall, his sons Donald and 
Frank, & daughters-in-law Cindy and Valerie. 
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Roberta Condon 

Roberta Condon was born Roberta Lois 
McLauchlan on May 4, 1944 in Tacoma, 
WA. She grew up on Fox Island, WA, where 
she and her brother and two sisters attended 
a two-room schoolhouse from grades one to 
six and pretty much had the run of the island. 
The family then moved to Tacoma, where 
Roberta attended Jason Lee Junior High and 
Stadium High School. Later, while living 
in Olympia, she completed an AA degree in 
horticulture from South Sound Community 
College; she continued her love and enjoy- 
ment of plants for the rest of her life. 

After graduating from Stadium High School 
in 1962, Roberta married Edward Guy 
Payne. They had two sons — Edward Guy 
Payne, Jr. and Charles Robert Payne — before 
the marriage ended in divorce. Roberta's 
second marriage, to Larry Adamson (1972), 
also ended in divorce, resulting in one son, 
Richard Anthony Adamson. Roberta's third 
marriage was to Ralph Condon. 

Roberta enjoyed life wherever she lived. 

She lived in Sacramento, CA, Honolulu, HI, 
Manhattan, Kansas, Corpus Christi, TX, and 
Bellingham, Everett, Fox Island, Oak Harbor, 
Olympia, and Tacoma, WA. A highlight of 
Roberta’s life was the summer she worked in 
Yellowstone National Park. 

Roberta first joined Olympia Friends 
Meeting (Quaker) and then Bellingham 
Friends Meeting. While she was a member of 
Olympia Meeting, she was an important part 
of the children’s program. She loved going to 
Quarterly Meeting, and had fond memories 
of going to Lazy F as a teenager with her 
Methodist church group. She especially 
enjoyed the beading workshops at quarterly 
and yearly meetings. 

Roberta loved clam chowder and other 
kinds of seafood. She liked blackberries and 
all that could be made from them. She loved 
being in the water and going swimming; she 
didn’t mind the cold waters of Puget Sound. 
She enjoyed crocheting and sewing hand- 
made gifts for Christmas and birthdays. She 
enjoyed reading as long as she was able. 

Roberta moved to Bellingham to be near her 
grandson, Chase. She loved visits with him. 

She was ill for the latter part of her life, due 
to complications from diabetes, and spent her 
last few years at the Alderwood Park Conva- 
lescent Home in Bellingham, WA. Although 
she was eventually in a wheelchair, Roberta 
never gave up hope that she would get better. 

Roberta died June 8, 2008. She is survived 
by her grandson Chase Wayne Strom; her 
sons, Richard Anthony Adamson (Belling- 
ham, WA); Charles Robert Payne (Utah); 
and Edward Guy Payne (Olympia, WA); one 
brother, Bob McLauchlan (Tacoma, WA); 
one brother-in-law, David Deans (Olympia, 
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WA); and two sisters, Virginia Deans (Olym- 
pia, WA) and Nancy McLauchlan (Portland, 
OR). 


Bob Major 


Robert Major was with our Meeting from 
1987 while it was a small worship group on 
the West side of Puget Sound under the care 
of the University Friends Meeting in Seattle. 
Over the years, as we progressed and grew to 
be a small Meeting ,“Old Bob,” as he always 
identified himself, was a constant wellspring 
of gentle wisdom, playful humor, wit, inven- 
tiveness and generosity of spirit. 

Up Meeting House steps 

Old, staid, worn by countless years 

A Voice within speaks 

Born in Cranston, R.I. on August 9,1920, 
he spent his happily remembered childhood 
in Wickford R.I., moving to Columbus, Ohio 
during the Depression then graduated from 
North High School in 1937. He served in 
the Army Air Corps during World War II, 
then studied at Georgetown University in 
Washington D.C. earning a degree in Foreign 
Service. 

He worked for the U.S. Government in 
D.C. and in Montreal for several years. He 
then worked for many years as an editor for 
McGraw Hill in New York. 

After moving to Seattle to be close to his 
family he again worked as an editor in the 
Publications Department of the University of 
Washington. And there he earned a degree 
in Fine Arts with an emphasis on sculpture. 
After retirement he moved to the West Side of 
Puget Sound on the Kitsap Peninsula to help 
his sister care for their blind mother, and to 
enjoy the pleasure of retirement. 

While living in Seattle and a member of the 
University Friends Meeting he was instru- 
mental in establishing the Peace Park there, 
with a sculpture of Sadako now draped with 
thousands of origami cranes continually 
renewed. 

Retirement gave him time to pursue his 
many interests -- their breadth and depth was 
“off the chart”. He was intensely interested 
in gardening, always thinking of new and 
innovative projects: integrating his ceramic 
work to build a “Fuchsia Pole” (6 inch pots 
mounted on all 4 sides of a 4 inch X 4 inch 
pole 8 foot tall, upright and cascading on 
opposite sides). He planned and was starting 
a small water garden, learning and sharing 
books and plants with a close friend, knowing 
and naming a vast variety from memory. 

Another interest was in birds, sharing books 


~ and publications with childlike enthusiasm. 


His musical appreciation ranged from sym- 
phony and opera to Scott Joplin rags, playing 
in a private studio while doing his ceramic 
work. He was painting in “Plein Aire” in 


ee 
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oils with a group of friends, and doing rug- 
hooking with another group interpreting his 
original designs in wool. 

His signature interest was haiku poetry. 

He published several collections and won 
international awards. New ones were always 
springing up in his mind and the twinkle in 
his eye as he told us his newest one lit up our 
Meeting. This one and the one above are 
remembered by Friends: 

Sunday morning silence 

Outside the window 

Roses lean in to listen. 

Never married, he lived his later years with 
his sister, Betty Major, and enriched the lives 
of his nieces and nephew with all his interests 
and generosity in sharing them. He was 
always brimming over with interests, projects, 
and books to share so that his enthusiasm 
spilled over on all who came his way. His was 
truly a life of simplicity, generosity and kind- 
ness. Our Meeting is boundlessly enriched 
with the memories he left us. 


Ramona Osburn 


Ramona Osburn, 91, died at her home 
in Jacksonville, Oregon, on September 19, 
2007. 

Ramona Marie Brown was born in Spring- 
field, Ohio, on February 10, 1916. She spent 
her early years in Springfield, with summers 
on South Bass Island in Lake Erie. While 
attending the University of Michigan in 
1938 she met Luke Osburn; the couple were 
married on June 22, 1941, in Springfield. 
Luke and Ramona’s first home together was 
on a farm outside Creedmoor, Texas, where 
Luke worked as a county agricultural agent. 
Later they lived in Austin, Texas; in Berke- 
ley, California; and, after Luke took a job 
as an aircraft mechanic with Pan American 
Airways, in San Carlos, California. In 1960, 
Luke was transferred to New York, and the 
family - which now included two children 
- moved to Hempstead, a few miles east of 
John EF. Kennedy Airport (then called Idlewild 
Airport), on Long Island. Upon Luke’s 
retirement in 1972 they moved to Oregon, 
settling on five acres of wooded land outside 
Jacksonville, with a rustic house and plenty of 
space for Ramona to exercise her passion for 
native plant gardening. They remained in that 
house for the rest of their lives. 

Luke was a lifelong Quaker, and after their 
marriage, Ramona - who had grown up Lu- 
theran - found herself drawn strongly to her 
husband’s faith. While living in Hempstead, 
she and Luke became members of Long Is- 
land’s Westbury Meeting; they would later re- 
late, with glee, how that meeting - which had 
been a preparative meeting since 1671 - be- 
came a monthly meeting shortly after they ar- 
rived. On moving to Jacksonville, in southern 
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Oregon's Rogue Valley, the Osburns found 
no meeting, only a small, struggling worship 
group rotating among three attenders’ homes. 
Luke and Ramona’s house in the woods 
became the fourth home in the Rogue Valley 
Worship Group’s monthly rotation, and over 
the next several decades, Ramona’s gentle but 
prodding presence became a major guiding 
force as the worship group grew into Rogue 
Valley Monthly Meeting (now called South 
Mountain Friends Meeting). She was part 

of the meeting's first ministry and oversight 
committee, and one of its first clerks; she 

also served at various times as a member of 
children’s committee, nominating committee, 
and peace and social concerns committee. 
Providing physical as well as spiritual nourish- 
ment, Ramona delighted in hosting potlucks, 
and continued to do so even after the meeting 
grew too big to meet regularly in homes. For 
many years, all graduating high school seniors 
in the meeting received a potluck held in 
their honor at Luke and Ramona’s house. 

Ramona’s nurturing influence extended 
well beyond the meeting. She was an early 
organizer of Sierra Club activities in southern 
Oregon, and served several terms on the 
executive council of the club’s Rogue Group. 
She was also active in local chapters of the 
Native Plant Society and the Audubon 
Society, and was for many years a member of 
the Jackson County (Oregon) Democratic 
Central Committee. In 1975, on the 30th 
anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima, 
Ramona helped organize a silent vigil in front 
of the federal building in Medford, Oregon: 
this later became an annual event. 

As their health began to fail in the late 
1990s, the Osburns found it increasingly 
difficult to get to meeting, and after Luke’s 
death in 2001, Ramona’s attendance became 
sporadic, although she continued to welcome 
annual potlucks for a few more years. By 
2004 memory failure had become a signifi- 
cant problem. Her final attendance at meet- 
ing came in 2005; after that she was mostly 
housebound. Death came quietly two years 
later. Survivors include a daughter, Alice Blair 
of Eagle Point, Oregon, and a son, Denis 
Osburn of Berkeley, California. 


Lorita Elaine Rashke 


Lorita Elaine Raschke, a native of Montclair, 
New Jersey, moved to Bainbridge Island in 
2001. She became an attender at the Agate 
Passage Friends Meeting at Seabold Hall 
shortly thereafter. 

Lori, as she was known by her friends, was 
a Quaker from childhood and had belonged 
to the Mountain View Friends Meeting in 
Denver, Colorado, before moving to the 
Northwest. 

Lori held a B.A. in chemistry from Tulane 
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University and worked for many years in en- 
vironmental chemistry for URS Consultants 
both in Denver and Seattle. 

Although she was generally quiet in Meet- 
ing, she was known personally by several 
members with whom she socialized outside 
of Meeting as bright, highly intelligent and 
very witty. Lori had no trouble with the 
word ‘Liberal.’ She was an outspoken, open- 
minded person and was happy to share her 
political position whenever the situation to 
do so arose. Lori had a big heart and cared 
deeply about the world’s suffering and saw 
clearly the uselessness of war as a means of 
solving national problems. It is not surpris- 
ing that she was active during the Sixties 
with anti-war and civil rights movements. 
Lori was involved in many environmental 
programs locally and donated to the Sierra 
Club, Greenpeace, and numerous other such 
organizations. 

She was highly valued at Islandwood, the 
Outdoor Education Center on Bainbridge 
which offers week-long experiences to 
underprivileged children from Seattle and 
other communities across the water from 
Bainbridge Island. Her work with children 
there will long be remembered and she will 
be sorely missed. It was Lori to whom the 
children went with their questions and feel- 
ings of insecurity or confusion at spending 
several nights away from home in a strange 
place with other children, most of whom 
they had never met. Lori took control of their 
belongings for them, oriented them to their 
unfamiliar environment, and saw them peace- 
fully into their beds when that time came. 

Lori lived at Chatham Cove, a lovely condo 
complex where she had many friends and 
was on the Board of Directors. There were 
frequent dinner parties and pot-lucks, often 
in Lori’s home. Lori was also a member of a 
cancer support group, a book club and she 
volunteered for various theater organizations. 
Lori was something of a world traveler, hay- 
ing taken extensive trips to Europe, China, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Turkey. Wherever 
Lori went, she had music as a focus. She be- 
longed to choral groups, beginning in Denver 
and then with the Bainbridge Chorale. When 
she wasn't listening to NPR to keep up with 
the latest news, she could be found singing 
along with one of her many records or CDs. 

Agate Passage Friends Meeting will miss Lori 
and those who attended the celebration of her 
life will long remember the wonderful film 
made by her son and daughter-in-law which 
showed the fun-loving spirit of Lori from the 
time she was a child, young mother, to her 
last days when she took a trip to Amsterdam 
where she could hold her grandson, Kes, and 
laugh and play with him. 

Lori is survived by her son, Erik Raschke, 
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Grandson Kes, and sister, Dolores Arrington. 
Erik graduated from Earlham College in 
Richmond, Indiana. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Quaker Life--informing and equip- 
ping Friends around the world. Free 
sample available upon request. Join 
our family of Friends for one year 
(10 issues) at $24. For information 
contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

Email: quakerlife@fum.org 


Website: www.fum.org 


6 PENDLE HILL 


Pamphlets are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought and 
spirituality, readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six pamphlets/ 
year for $25 (US.) Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously 
by Pendle Hill, including recent 
pamphlets byWarren Ostrom, Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith. 800-742-3150 x.2 or book- 
store@pendlehill.org. 


Friends Journal 

is more than a 
magazine--it's a 
ministry of the 
written word. 
Friends worldwide 
find community 
in each issue full 


of award-winning articles, opinions, 
poetry, news and art. Call us toll-free 
at 800-471-6863 and mention offer 
code FB2008 to receive 12 monthly 
issues for $35, saving $42% off the 
cover price! FRIENDS JOURNAL, 
1216 Arch St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 
19107. Visit us on the web at 
www.friendsjournal.org. 
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Shaggy Locks & Birkenstocks Need Clarity? 
Revealing reports on key chapters 
in liberal Quaker history and theol- 
ogy. $11.95. The Harlot’s Bible. 
Startling case studies of Friends 
old and new: Penn, Nixon, Bill 
Kreidler, Elizabeth Gray Vining, 
more, $14.95. Why God is Like 
A Wet Bar of Soap. Quaker his- 
tory and convictions illuminated 
through short fiction, about war, 
peace, love, conflict and discovery. 
$15.95. By Chuck Fager. Ask your 
bookseller, or write Kimo Press, 


Box 1344, Fayetteville NC 28302. 


\) By phone on-the-go 
leadings. Quaker with 35 years’ 
experience offering personal life 


?) clearness for following your 


coaching at a reduced rate for Friends. 
(FAQ at www.coachfederation.org,) 
M.Ed. in Counseling, School of the 
Spirit graduate, CTT trained \ 
(www.thecoaches.com.) Call Susan 
Swanstrom at 406-529-6937. 

My leading is carbon neutrality—deep 
discount if this is yours as well! 


Friends planning to move can 
request assistance from David 
Brown, a Quaker realtor. David will 


refer you toa real estate professional 


Vintage Books. Rare and out- 
of-print Quaker journals, history, 
religion. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden 
Rowe St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: vintage@gis.net. Website: 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com. 


[| N Kalimba 
il Magic 


The kalimba, or African thumb 


piano, can bea spiritual com- 


to assist you with buying and/or 
selling a house anywhere in the USA. 
Email: 


Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 
KKK 


Consider a Costa Rican Study Tour 
Visit the Quaker community of 
Monteverde. See the cloud forest and 
two ocens. Custom tours available. 
Write Sarah Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica. Phone/ 
FAX: 011-506-645-7090 or email: 
crstudy@racsa.co.cr. Website: www. 


crstudytours.com. 
KKK 


Join the Fellowship of the Quakers 
in the Arts ($25/yr) and share your 
work with Friends inour exciting 
quarterly, Types & Shadows. Seeking 
short fiction & nonfiction, poetry, 
drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chap- 
ter in Quaker history! More info: 
FQA, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia 
PA 19102. Email submissions OK. 
fqa@quaker.org www. quaker.org/fqa 


panion, a personal instrument 
of peace, and a conduit for the 
joy of God. 
Learn more at: 
www.kalimbamagic.com 
(520) 881-4666 


SERVICES. 


Quaker Commercial Realtor 


specializing in income property sales 


and 1031 replacements nationally. 
Call Allen Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at 
877-658-3666. 
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SCHOOLS, 


RETREAT CENTERS & 
RETIREMENT HOMES 


Consider the Arizona Friends 
Community for your next, or your 
second, home. 360 degree moun- 
tain views, 4,000 ft elevation, often 
near-perfect weather, among good 
friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth 
Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis Obispo 
Drive, Douglas, AZ 85607. Website: 


arizonafriends.com. 


Friends House Continuing Care 
Retirement Community 


A Great Place to Grow Old 


Friends House is a Quaker- 
sponsored non-profit retirement 
community located north of San 
Francisco in beautiful Northern 
California. Assisted living, skilled 
nursing, and garden apartments for 
independent living are all situated 
on a seven-acre level campus. 


Residents may participate in 


governance, educational programs, 
entertainment and hospitality 
activities along with free use of a 
well-maintained private library of 
5500 catalogued volumes. Residents 
enjoy an abundance of edible 
landscaping and exercising in the 
on-site fitness center. 684 Benicia 
Drive, Santa Rosa CA 95409. 
707-538-0152 www.friendshouse. 
org. RCFE #496801929/ SNF 
#010000123/ COA #220. 


William Penn House, a Quaker 
Center on Capitol Hill in Washing- 
ton, DC offering hospitality, semi- 
nars on peace, social justice, dialogue 
among faiths on AIDS and related 
issues. Washington Quaker Work- 
camps provides Quaker service learn- 
ing. We seek interns for all of our 
programs. www.williampennhouse. 


org 202-543-5560. 


Western Friend 


Previding grants in ast cof 
tmicro-enterprise development in 
south India, Africa, and among Friends. 


Learn More at WwW.rswrorg 
* Make a domatian 
* oe up for the RSWE newsletter 
* Contact us for a program at your 
meeting or church. 
104 Quaker Hil Dr., Richmond, IN 47374 
765.966.0314 


Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
Personal retreats, family reunions, 
weddings, retreats, and our own 
schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. http:// 


www.quakercenter.org. 


KKK 


Wellspring Friends School: 
alternative, accredited high school 
grades 9-12, non-residential. “A 
climate of affirmation” rooted in the 
Quaker spiritual community, non- 
violence, honoring the Light in every 
person. 3590 W 18th Ave., Eugene, 
OR 97402. For more information, 
visit www. wellspringsfriends.org, or 


call 541-686-1223. 


,, THE WOOLMAN 


+Friends high school intensive 
Interdependent studies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 
*Project-based learning 
-Living in Quaker community 


SEMESTER 


Extensive service-learning trips 


Call 530-273-3183 to find out more. 
www.woolman.org 
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2008 Advertising Rates: $.47 per 
word for classified ads. Minimum 
| charge $9. Box ads: 10% extra. 
should be prepaid. Deadline: _ 
weeks prior to publication. : 
Display ads: $16 column inch. 
4 og: ad as 5): $97. 1 col- 

é a 


Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg NC 
Front-Line Peace Witness 
Since 19695 
Write for Our FREE 
Packet: Draft & CO Issues 
QGuaker House 
223 Hilside Ave. 
Fayetteville MC 28904 
Wii quakerhouse.org 
Chuck Fager, Director 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Come Sew in Honduras! 


Amigas del Sefior is a monastery 
practicing in the forms of Methodists 
and Quakers located in the foothills 
near the Caribbean Sea in Limén, 
Colén, Honduras. We are currently 
two women living a simple life of 
daily prayer and work, without 
electricity. We make our own habits 
using a treadle sewing machine. 

We seek a seamstress to visit for a 
month or more, sharing her skills 
and our lives. Interested women may 
contact us by mail or email (both 
take a month.) Photos & more info 
at http://www.umoi.net/artman/ 


publish/cat_index_94.shtml 


Beth Blodgett 
Amigas del Senor 
Limén, Colén 
Honduras 


bethblodgettnow@yahoo.com 


